NATIONALISM   BEFORE   1914
the peoples of Europe and America.J Najib Azuri also founded,
in April, 1907, with the collaboration of M. Jung, L?Independ-
ence Arabe, through which, as well as through other avenues,
he continued to work for the Arab Nationalist cause.
By 19085 however, little remained of the once promising
Arab Movement. In spite of its sudden flowering, it had not
yet taken sufficient root. The gendarmes and troops of 'Abdul
Hamid, brought into operation against the rebellious chiefs and
revolutionaries, had not been the only cause of its failure. The
Young Turks by more subtle means had undermined it. The
Committee of Union and Progress, by promising much in
reforms and in privileges to every community, to be fulfilled
once the Hamidian regime should be overturned, had obtained
the support not only of Arab leaders but also of other non-
Turkish groups, for the bloodless Revolution of July 24th, 1908.
The new regime did indeed seem to foreshadow a new era of
liberty, fraternity and equality. The Committee, commonly
known as the C.U.P., had proposed to consolidate the revolu-
tion by instituting parliamentary self-government in which all
nationalities in the Empire were to participate in proportion
to their numbers. Throughout the Empire, rival communities,
bitter enemies and revolutionary leaders vied in praising the
new order. Najib Azuri, in a valedictory number of UIndependence
Arabe, September, 1908, declared that all for which Arabs had
been striving would be attained under the aegis of the Committee.
His work for the Arab cause had therefore come to an end.2
The first auspicious augury, however, was short-lived.
Within the Western concept of nationality, then in the ascend-
ancy in the Near East and nowhere more so than within the
C.U.P, itself, existed contradictions which produced irreconcil-
able antagonisms in the heterogeneous and polyglot Empire3
1 Text: Jung, op. cit., pp. 22-4; Kampffmeyer, op. cit., pp. 100-1.
2 Declaration cited, Jung, La Revolte Arabe, p. 23.
3 For political effect of language differences in the Ottoman Empire, see note
by Mary Mills Patrick in Mears, E. G., Modern Twkey (New York,
PP. 35 ff-
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